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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this department. All communications 
must be accompanied by the name and address of the writer to ensure publication. 

LETTERS OF APPRECIATION 

Dear Editor: Do you not think it would be nice when one of our members 
writes such an excellent article as Miss Sieke's is, for instance, for all who like it 
to write to tell her so? It would take such a few minutes. 

Illinois H. F. 

AN INTERSTATE SECRETARY 

Dear Editor: The disappointment of not having an Interstate Secretary 
is enough to make a well woman sick. I would like to say just how I feel about 
our thousands of nurses not pledging enough money for such an important work, 
for I feel that the true gospel of nursing needs to be preached now, as never 
before. 

North Dakota L. H. 

A CRITICISM 

Dear Editor: In regard to "The Thirteenth Case," published in the 'January 
and the February Journals, does it not seem beneath our professional standards 
to give such significance to superstition as is implied in the title and the comment 
thereon? Spiritualism seems to be out of place in the nursing profession. It is 
generally classed, as found in a public library, in the cross reference of super- 
stition with mythology, palmistry, witchcraft, spiritualism, evil eye, sorcery, 
magic, etc., all of which have been and still are in parts of the world factors to 
be contended with in carrying on the work of giving sufferers scientific nursing 
care. The author fails to convince of her rational condition when her "sudden 
and desperate desire for companionship," and not her responsibility, causes her 
to risk disturbing the patient by going to his room in the middle of the night. 
For a nurse to think of self before her patient is not unheard of, but when there 
came into my experience an undergraduate doing private nursing who had a 
frightful dream and wakened her patient to relate it and its portent of death, 
I gladly relegated her to the world outside our profession. And then the nurse's 
opinion of the cause of the child's indisposition being spiritualistic seances, instead 
Of the physician's opinion of caloric deficiency, is quite plainly stated as the 
correct one, regardless of professional etiquette. 

New York E. R. 

A TRIBUTE TO THE JOURNAL 

Dear Editor: At a recent meeting held at our hospital I was asked to write 
a review of the Journal, and I did so. The members asked that it be published. 

"Most all professional nurses would like to read a book or journal announcing 
briefly the most interesting and all new ideas concerning their work. Of course 
it is widely known that the duties of a graduate nurse keep her always occupied, 
allowing her very little time to attend lectures, or meetings, or even to read 
lengthy books on the subject of nursing. To-day in the wide field of medical 
science it is necessary for a successful nurse to familiarize herself with modern 
methods of her profession. There are so many opportunities offered to-day to 
those seeking higher and broader views. Take, for instance, public health with 
all its different branches. In that line of work, alone, any nurse could easily 
adapt herself and put into practice ideas of her own. Also a number of nurses 
would like to have information regarding industrial work, regarding institu- 
tional work, social service work, and many other branches too numerous to 
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